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On Ju l y  16 ,  2025 ,  Jama ica  depos i t ed  i t s
i ns t r umen t  o f  access ion  t o  t he  I n te r na t i ona l
Conven t i on  on  t he  Ha r mon i zed  Commod i t y
Desc r i p t i on  and  Cod ing  Sys tem (HS)  w i t h  t he
Wor ld  Cus toms  Organ i za t i on  (WCO) ,  becoming
the  163 rd  Con t rac t i ng  Pa r t y  t o  t he  Conven t i on
fo l l ow ing  Ca b ine t ’ s  a pp rova l .  Jama ica  i s  a l so
on l y  t he  3 rd  Member  S ta te  o f  t he  Ca r i bbean
Commun i t y  (CARICOM)  to  accede  to  t he
conven t i on .  The  Ha r mon i zed  Sys tem
Conven t i on  w i l l  come  i n to  e f fec t  i n  Jama ica  on
June  1 ,  2026 .

Jama ica  had  a l r eady  been  u t i l i z i ng  t he
Har mon ized  Sys tem (HS) ,  howeve r,  t h i s
access ion  w i l l  se r ve  t o  f u r t he r  enhance  ou r
cus toms  ta r i f f  and  s ta t i s t i ca l  nomenc la tu re.

Cu r ren t l y,  ove r  200  economies ,  cus toms
and  economic  un ions  use  t he  HS  as  a  bas i s
fo r  t he i r  na t i ona l  cus toms  ta r i f f s  and
co l l ec t i on  o f  t rade  da ta .  As  a  Con t rac t i ng
Par t y,  Jama ica  w i l l  be  rep resen ted  on  t he
Har mon ized  Sys tem Commi t t ee  (HSC)  and
the  Ha r mon i zed  Sys tem Rev iew  Sub -
Commi t t ee.  Th i s  w i l l  a l l ow  Jama ica  t o
pa r t i c i pa te  i n  t he  ma in tenance  and  rev iew
o f  t he  HS.  These  commi t t ees  exam ine
p roposa l s  fo r  amendmen ts  and  add ress
ques t i ons  rega rd ing  t he  scope  and
a pp l i ca t i on  o f  t he  HS.  

THE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION ON
THE HARMONIZED COMMODITY
DESCRIPT ION &  CODING SYSTEM (HS
CONVENTION)

The  In te r na t i ona l  Conven t i on  on  t he
Har mon ized  Commod i t y  Desc r i p t i on  and
Cod ing  Sys tem Conven t i on  (HS  Conven t i on )
came  i n to  fo r ce  on  Janua r y  1 ,  1988 .  The
p r imar y  ro l es  o f  t he  HS  Conven t i on  a re :

To  f ac i l i t a te  i n te r na t i ona l  t rade  by
ha r mon i z i ng  t he  desc r i p t i on ,
c l ass i f i ca t i on  and  cod ing  o f  goods.  The
HS i s  t he  me thod  used  t o  c l ass i f y  t raded
goods  fo r  Cus toms  Ta r i f f s .
To  ena b le  e f fec t ive  co l l ec t i on ,
compar i son ,  and  ana l ys i s  o f  t rade
s ta t i s t i c s .
To  s i gn i f i can t l y  r educe  cos t s  assoc ia ted
w i th  i n te r na t i ona l  t rade.  
To  p romo te  t he  s tanda rd i za t i on  o f  t rade
documen ta t i on  and  enhance  t he
t ransm iss ion  o f  da ta .

JAMAICA’S  ACCESSION
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Did You Know?

Important Uses of the HS

Determination of duty treatment
Establishing Rules of Origin
Trade negotiations
Monitoring of controlled goods
e.g. waste, narcotics, ozone
depleting substances,
endangered species
Core Customs processes e.g. risk
management, entry processing
Collection of trade statistics



The  HS  Conven t i on  compr i ses  a  P reamb le,
20  A r t i c l es  and  an  Annex .  

The  P reamb le  exp la i ns  t he  reasons  why
the  i n te r na t i ona l  commun i t y  suppo r ted  t he
adop t i on  o f  t he  Ha r mon i zed  Sys tem (HS) ,
i nc l ud ing  t he  des i re  t o  f ac i l i t a te
i n te r na t i ona l  t rade,  l owe r i ng  t he  cos t
assoc ia ted  w i t h  re -desc r i b i ng ,
rec lass i f y i ng  and  recod ing  goods  as  t hey
t rans i t i on  be tween  c l ass i f i ca t i on  sys tems
du r i ng  i n te r na t i ona l  t rade  and
cons ide ra t i on  fo r  c hanges  i n  t ec hno lo gy.

The  20  A r t i c l es  ou t l i ne  t he  ob l i ga t i ons  o f
Con t rac t i ng  Pa r t i es  (CP) ,  t he  ro l es  o f  t he
Counc i l  and  t he  Ha r mon i zed  Sys tem
Commi t t ee  (HSC) ,  t he  p rocess  fo r
reso l v i ng  d i spu tes  be tween  Con t rac t i ng
Par t i es ,  and  t he  p rocedu res  fo r  ma k ing
amendmen ts.  

The  Annex  i s  t he  HS  Nomenc la tu re  i t se l f.
Con t rac t i ng  Pa r t i es  a re  requ i red  t o  ensu re
tha t  t he i r  cus toms  ta r i f f s  and  s ta t i s t i ca l
nomenc la tu res ,  fo r  bo th  impo r t s  and
expo r t s ,  a l i gn  w i t h  t he  Ha r mon i zed
Sys tem.  Add i t i ona l l y,  a t  a  m in imum,  t hey
shou ld  pub l i c l y  r e l ease  t he i r  impo r t  and
expo r t  t rade  s ta t i s t i c s  i n  acco rdance  w i t h
the  s i x -d i g i t  codes  o f  t he  Ha r mon i zed
Sys tem.

WHO CAN JOIN  THE HS CONVENTION?

The  fo l l ow ing  a re  e l i g i b l e  t o  become  a
Con t rac t i ng  Pa r t y  t o  t he  HS  Conven t i on :

Member  S ta tes  o f  t he  WCO Counc i l ,
wh i c h  i s  compr i sed  o f  t he  D i rec to r s
Gene ra l  f r om the  186  Cus toms
Admin i s t ra t i ons  t ha t  have  acceded  to
the  Conven t i on  Es ta b l i sh ing  a  Cus toms
Coope ra t i on  Counc i l .

Cus toms  Un ions  o r  Economic  Un ions ,
suc h  as  t he  Organ i za t i on  o f  Eas te r n
Car i bbean  S ta tes  (OECS)  and  t he
European  Un ion  (EU) .

I nv i t ed  rep resen ta t ives  o f  any  o the r
s ta te,  i n te rgove r nmen ta l  and  o the r
i n te r na t i ona l  o rgan i za t i ons  and  any
o the r  expe r t ,  as  requ i red .  Th i s  subse t
may  ac t  as  obse r ve r s  on l y,  as  t hey  a re
no t  pe r m i t t ed  t o  vo te.

STRUCTURE OF  THE HS CONVENTION
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The  Ha r mon i zed  Sys tem Commi t t ee  (HSC)  i s
a  body  t ha t  was  es ta b l i shed  by  t he  WCO
when  the  I n te r na t i ona l  Conven t i on  on  t he
Har mon ized  Commod i t y  Desc r i p t i on  and
Cod ing  Sys tem came  i n to  ex i s tence.  The
Commi t t ee  compr i ses  rep resen ta t ives  f r om
the  Con t rac t i ng  Pa r t i es  t o  t he  HS
Conven t i on  and  mee ts  tw i ce  pe r  yea r  t o
rev iew  the  Ha r mon i zed  Sys tem (HS)  and
recommend  amendmen ts.  The  amendmen ts
a im  to :

Re f l ec t  deve lopmen ts  i n  t ec hno lo gy  and
c hanges  i n  t rade  pa t t e r ns  and  ca p tu re
t rade  da ta  fo r  emerg ing  i ssues,  fo r
examp le,  t he  c rea t i on  o f  a  new
subhead ing  a t  t a r i f f  head ing  8517 .13  and
c ha p te r  no te  fo r  smar tphones.  

Ensu re  cons i s tency  and  un i fo r m i t y  i n  t he
in te r p re ta t i on  and  a pp l i ca t i on  o f  t he  HS
by  Con t rac t i ng  Pa r t i es ,  i nc l ud ing  t he
se t t l emen t  o f  c l ass i f i ca t i on  d i spu tes.

As  a  Con t rac t i ng  Pa r t y,  Jama ica  can  now
enga ge  i n  dec i s i on -ma k ing  rega rd ing  t he  HS
a t  t he  h ighes t  l eve l .

Eac h  member  o f  t he  Commi t t ee  may  nom ina te
one  de lega te  and  one  o r  more  a l t e r na tes  t o
rep resen t  t hem.  These  rep resen ta t ives  shou ld
be  o f f i c i a l s  who  a re  respons ib l e  fo r  and
spec ia l i zed  i n  ma t te r s  re l a ted  t o  HS
c lass i f i ca t i on .

THE HARMONIZED SYSTEM COMMITTEE
(HSC)

The  HS  Commi t t ee,  l ed
by  a  c ha i r pe r son
e lec ted  f r om among  the
de lega tes ,  exam ines
i ssues  based  on
documen ts  p repa red  by
the  Sec re ta r i a t .  These
documen ts  i nc l ude
commen ts  and
p roposa l s  f r om va r i ous
admin i s t ra t i ons. Mr.Tom Pete r  Ber is

Cha i r person ,  HSC  
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Sitting of the 75  Session of the Harmonized System Committee (HSC)th

Ready, Set,
HS 2028!

HSC Provisionally Adopts
Recommendation for HS 2028 at 75

Session

th

HS 2028  w i l l  o f f i c ia l l y  ta ke  e f fec t  on
Januar y  1 ,  2028 .  The  HS  is  usua l ly
rev iewed  ever y  5  years,  however,  due  to
the  COVID-19  pandemic ,  en t r y  in to  fo rce
wi l l  be  in  2028  ra ther  than  2027 .

Th is  upda te  to  the  HS  Nomencla ture
re f lec ts  over  299  amendments,  cover ing
changes  in  techno log y,  hea l th ,
env i ronment ,  phar maceut ica ls  and
secur i ty.  

Exc i t ing  changes  inc lude  the  ass ignment
o f  the i r  own  HS code  fo r  new products
such  as  e -b ikes,  d rones,  c lean ing  robots ;
new c lass i f i ca t ions  fo r  vacc ines,  p las t ic
waste  and  o ther  hea l th - re la ted  i t ems.



The  HS  Commi t t ee  ope ra tes  unde r  t he
ove ra l l  gu idance  o f  t he  WCO Counc i l  and
Po l i cy  Commiss ion .  I t  r ece ives
admin i s t ra t ive  suppo r t  f r om the  WCO
Sec re ta r i a t  and  s t r i ves  t o  ca r r y  ou t  i t s
respons ib i l i t i es ,  wh i c h  i nc l ude :

P roposa l  o f  amendmen ts  t o  t he
Conven t i on  t ha t  may  be  deemed
necessa r y,  pa r t i cu la r l y  cons ide r i ng  use r
needs  and  c hanges  i n  t ec hno lo gy  o r
pa t t e r ns  o f  i n te r na t i ona l  t rade.

P repa ra t i on  o f  Exp lana to r y  No tes ,
C lass i f i ca t i on  Op in ions ,  o r  o the r
gu idance  t o  a i d  i n  t he  i n te r p re ta t i on  o f
t he  Ha r mon i zed  Sys tem.

To  ma ke  recommenda t i ons  t ha t  ensu re
un i fo r m i t y  i n  t he  i n te r p re ta t i on  and
a pp l i ca t i on  o f  t he  Ha r mon i zed  Sys tem.

Co l l ec t i on  and  d i ssem ina t i on  o f
i n fo r ma t i on  rega rd ing  t he  a pp l i ca t i on  o f
t he  Ha r mon i zed  Sys tem.

P rov i s i on  o f  i n fo r ma t i on  o r  gu idance  on
ma t te r s  conce r n ing  t he  c l ass i f i ca t i on  o f
goods  w i t h i n  t he  Ha r mon i zed  Sys tem to
Con t rac t i ng  Pa r t i es ,  Counc i l  Member s ,
and  o the r  i n te rgove r nmen ta l  o r
i n te r na t i ona l  o rgan i za t i ons  deemed
a pp rop r i a te  by  t he  Commi t t ee,  e i t he r  on
i t s  own  i n i t i a t i ve  o r  upon  reques t .

To  p resen t  r epo r t s  t o  eac h  sess ion  o f  t he
Counc i l  de ta i l i ng  i t s  ac t iv i t i es ,  i nc l ud ing
p roposed  amendmen ts ,  Exp lana to r y
No tes ,  C lass i f i ca t i on  Op in ions ,  and  o the r
gu idance.

To  exe rc i se  any  add i t i ona l  power s  and
func t i ons  re l a t i ng  t o  t he  Ha r mon i zed
Sys tem as  t he  Counc i l  o r  t he  Con t rac t i ng
Par t i es  may  cons ide r  necessa r y.

The  Commi t t ee ' s  ac t iv i t i es  a re  suppo r ted  by
the  Rev iew  Sub -Commi t t ee,  wh i c h  upda tes
the  HS,  t he  Sc ien t i f i c  Sub -Commi t t ee  fo r
c hemica l  ma t te r s ,  t he  Wor k ing  Pa r t y
respons ib l e  fo r  d ra f t i ng  t he  Exp lana to r y
No tes ,  C lass i f i ca t i on  Op in ions ,  and  t he
Nomenc la tu re  and  C lass i f i ca t i on  Sub -
D i rec to ra te.

FUNCTIONS OF  THE HARMONIZED SYSTEM
COMMITTEE (HSC)  

GENERAL BENEFITS  OF  ACCESSION

Trade  fac i l i t a t i on  t h rough  the  reduc t i on  o f
cos t s  and  pa pe rwor k  by  c rea t i ng  a  common
langua ge  fo r  c l ass i f y i ng  goods  and
s imp l i f y i ng  i n te r na t i ona l  t rade.

I nc reased  p red i c ta b i l i t y  by  p rov id i ng  a
s tanda rd i zed  sys tem fo r  c l ass i f i ca t i on ,
wh i c h  p rov ides  bus inesses  w i t h  g rea te r
ce r ta i n t y  r ega rd ing  t a r i f f s  and  cus toms
requ i remen ts.  
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Imp roved  e f f i c i ency  t h rough  the  p rov i s i on
o f  a  common  f ramewor k ,  wh i c h  w i l l  l ead
to  more  e f f i c i en t  cus toms  p rocesses.

The  reduc t i on  o f  i ncons i s tenc ies  and
s imp l i f i ca t i on  o f  p rocedu res  t rans la tes  t o
l ower  cos t s  fo r  bus inesses  i nvo l ved  i n
i n te r na t i ona l  t rade.  

ADVANTAGES OF  BEING A  CONTRACTING
PARTY

As  a  Con t rac t i ng  Pa r t y,  Jama ica ,  t h rough  the
Jama ica  Cus toms  Agency,  w i l l :

Have  access  t o  t ec hn i ca l  ass i s tance,
i nc lud ing  t ra i n i ng ,  conve r s ion  o f  t he
ex i s t i ng  nomenc la tu re  t o  a l i gn  w i t h  t he
HS,  gu idance  on  keep ing  ou r  HS  upda ted
and  imp lemen ta t i on  o f  t he  Conven t i on .

Have  i nc reased  access  t o  g l oba l
expe r t i se  i n  c l ass i f i ca t i on  f r om l eade r s  i n
the  f i e l d .

Be  s t ra teg i ca l l y  pos i t i oned ,  a t  t he  t a b le,
t o  vo i ce  conce r ns  and  ra i se  i ssues  w i t h
respec t  t o  t he  c l ass i f i ca t i on  o f  goods  and
the  imp lemen ta t i on  o f  c l ass i f i ca t i on

    dec i s i ons  and  op in i ons.

Be  a b le  t o  t a b le  goods / i t ems  o f  na t i ona l
i n te res t  fo r  cons ide ra t i on  by  t he  HS
Commi t t ee  fo r  c l ass i f i ca t i on  adv i ce  and
amendmen ts  t o  t he  HS  and  i t s  Lega l  and
Exp lana to r y  no tes.

Have  t he  l ega l  au tho r i t y  t o  use  t he  HS,
i nc lud ing  i n  ma t te r s  be fo re  t he  j ud i c i a r y.  

 

THE HARMONIZED SYSTEM AND YOU

To  ac h ieve  ou r  V i s i on  and  M iss ion ,  t he
JCA re l i es  heav i l y  on  i t s  mos t  va lua b le
resou rce,  ou r  O f f i ce r s ,  t o  accu ra te l y
u t i l i ze  t oo l s ,  suc h  as  t he  HS,  t o  mee t  t he
Agency ’ s  i n te r na t i ona l  ob l i ga t i ons.  

O f f i ce r s  a re  encou ra ged  to  ensu re
accu ra te  c l ass i f i ca t i on  o f  t raded  goods,
t hus  a l l ow ing  t he  co r rec t  a pp l i ca t i on  o f
t rade,  t a r i f f  and  regu la to r y  t r ea tmen t .
Th i s  a l so  enhances  r i s k  mana gemen t  and
secu r i t y.  The  cons i s ten t ,  un i fo r m
a pp l i ca t i on  o f  t he  HS   i nc reases
t ranspa rency,  enhances  accoun ta b i l i t y  and
p red i c ta b i l i t y  fo r  a l l  ou r   s t a keho lde r s.  

By  so  do ing ,  eve r y  o f f i ce r  o f  t he  JCA no t
on l y  con t r i bu tes  t o  ou r  success  as  a
lead ing  Cus toms  admin i s t ra t i on ,  bu t  a l so
con t r i bu tes  pos i t i ve l y  t owards  na t i on -
bu i l d i ng  and  t he  p ro tec t i on  o f  ou r  soc ie t y.
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The  In te r na t i ona l  &  I ndus t r y  L i a i son  B ranc h
( I I LB )  i s  commi t t ed  t o  ra i s i ng  awareness  on
top i cs  re l a t i ng  t o  t he  I n te r na t i ona l  Trade,  as
we l l  as  i ssues  conce r n ing  t he  Ca r i bbean
Commun i t y  wh i c h  may  a f fec t  ou r  i n te r na l
and  ex te r na l  s ta keho lde r s.  Ou r  qua r te r l y
News le t t e r  seeks  t o  h i gh l i gh t  g l oba l  t rade
top i cs  and  t he i r  impo r tance  t o  Cus toms
Admin i s t ra t i ons  wo r l dw ide,  spec i f i ca l l y  as  i t
r e l a tes  t o  t he  Jama ica  Cus toms  Agency.

As  we  rea l i ze  ou r  v i s i on  t o  becoming  a
moder n  cus toms  admin i s t ra t i on  de l ive r i ng
exce l l en t  se r v i ce,  we  reco gn i ze  t he
impor tance  o f  know ledge  t rans fe r  i n
de l ive r i ng  ou r  ob jec t ives  and  use  t h i s  fo r um
as  one  way  o f  con t r i bu t i ng  t he  v i s i on  o f
Jama ica  Cus toms  Agency  ( JCA) .The  I I LB  i s
l oca ted  a t  JCA 's  Head  O f f i ce,  and  ou r
o f f i ce r s  a re  ava i l a b le  t o  respond  to  you r
t rade - re la ted  que r i es.  Contac t  us  a t :
i i lu@jca .gov. jm.

References :
h t tps : / /www.wcoomd.o rg / zh -
cn / t op i cs /nomenc la tu re / i ns t r umen t -and - too l s /hs -
nomenc la tu re -2022 -ed i t i on .aspx

h t t ps : / /www.wcoomd.o rg /en / t op i cs /nomenc la tu re /ove
r v i ew.aspx

h t t ps : / /www.wcoomd.o rg /en / t op i cs /nomenc la tu re / i ns
t r umen t -and - too l s /hs_conven t i on .aspx
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The  Access ion  Process

The  JCA unde r took  a  pe r i od  o f
comprehens ive  s ta keho lde r
consu l t a t i on  rega rd ing  acced ing  t o
the  HS  Conven t i on ;  feedbac k  f r om
wh ic h  was  t a ken  i n to  cons ide ra t i on .  

The  requ i s i t e  ca b ine t  subm iss ion
was  ta b led  and  a pp roved .

Jama ica ’ s  i ns t r umen t  o f  access ion
was  p repa red  by  t he  M in i s t r y  o f
Fo re ign  A f f a i r s  &  Fo re ign  Trade
(MFAFT) ,  and  s i gned  by  t he
M in i s te r  o f  t ha t  M in i s t r y.

The  s i gned  i ns t r umen t  o f  access ion
was  then  submi t t ed  t o  t he  Embassy
o f  Jama ica  &  M iss ion  t o  t he
European  Un ion  i n  B r usse l s ,  t o  be
depos i t ed  w i t h  t he  WCO.


